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STR, 
Ince every thing is upon the Reform, why not Lear- 
ning; I am ſure it wants it as much as our Religion, 
| or Manners, or Faſhions, or Laws, and if cver-it 
be Reform'd why not by your Aſſiſtance : I know your In- 
£ clinationsare as Good, and your Regard for the Liberal 
P Sciences as great as any Man's. Tis for theſe Reaſons 
I have ventur'd to lay before You theſe three things. | 
I. That our Deficiences herein are remarkable to all ths 
World but our Selves. „ 
II. That the Reaſon hereof is owing to our Negligence 
and want of due W TY of ſome of the Scie nces. 
* n 
III. If I can but propole ſome Method whereby this 
may be redreſſed without Detriment to the Nation, I HAI! 
put you in a way of doing a laſting good to your Country, 
and obliging your Poſterity for Generations to come; - We 
- are all very Quick-ſighted in ſpying out the Defects of 
= Trade, and as Induſtrious in Redreſſing of them. We have | | 
abundance of Emulation this way, and are as Jealous of all 
that Rival us herein as any of our Neighbours whatever, 
the Care of our Eſtates and Trafick have taken up a conſi- 
} derable part of Your Time, and Ihope will Anſwer all your + 
1 Trouble. But the Defects of the Mind have been as far 
. beneath our Care, as above our Obſervation, tho“ per- 
haps it might be Time as well ſpent and Treaſure as Well 
laid out in Cultivating our Heads as well as our Acres, and 
in Trying ſome Means of Raiſing Great Men as well as 
Great Eſtates. + It muſt b> Con feſt that we enjcy all the 
Products of Nature that a Serene Air and a Fertile Soil 
can. bleſs us with in great abundance, every thing . ſeems 
Prolitick of it's kind in high perfection, only the products of 
the Brain, if we may believe the Cenſures of others, are 
but of a ſlow Growth andDiminitive Stature, a ſhort-lived 
Race and uncertain Generation, a Fairy Breed, for which 
our Iſland has been ſo Famous, that like Phantom's appear 
for a while and perhaps may become the Dreſs, and Mein, 
| and 
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and Size they affect, which ſeldom riſes higher than that © 
dk Burleſque, Lampoon, ar Dogrel Rhyme, or Droll, or 
Farce, or ſhort-liv'd Comedy at beſt, And whilſt the 
Learned World has every where appeared in the greateſt 
Luſtre and Gaity about us,we alone have been contefit tobe 
gentle Spectators, and humbly admire the Labours of o- 
5 thers, without doing any thing of our ſelves; ſo that it has 
been the common Obſervation of all thoſe that have 
thought us worth their Notice, that here alone the Svien- 
7 ces run low, Curioſity is aſleep, and we are Famous fer no- 
thing ſo much as doing nothing at all. Tho' this be an 
| hard Cenſure which partiality perhaps may make us loath 
= to believe, yet the matter of Fatt againſt which there is no 
= Argument, if we pleaſc to look back, will make but too mani- 
feſt to an Impartial Eye; and I believe a Collection of our 
Muſe Hibernice, or Ata 'Eruditorum of the laſt Century, 
wou d put the molt Partial Defenders of our Country te 
the bluſh; Therefore ſince our weak-ſide is but too viſible 
to others, tho” the heavieſt part of the Wallet be happily pla- 
ced behind, it can't but be worth our while in the Second 
place to Enquire into the Reaſons bt it, which perhaps 
=. may not be ſo obvious as to ſtrike every ones ſen ſe; for 
ſiince the Effect is not diſcernable by all, the Cauſe may ve- 
5 ry well lye more concealed, Is it our want of Leafure, 
Inclination, or Abilities? Or is it becaufe we know fo 
much, that we have nothing further to deſire? Or that 
A our Appetites herein are ſo Moderate we are Eaſily fatisfy- 
ea; Or that our Heads are taken up with more agreeable 
1 Entertainment? And the Deſigns of growing Rich and 
Great ſupercede thoſe of being Good and Uſeful ? Or is 
3 it the Ignorance of our wants that gives us this happy Sa- 
=_ _ tisfattion, or an inbred Modeſty and diſtruſt of our felves, 
that makes all our beſt Performances Abortive, and ſuffers 
none to Eſcape but thoſe that ſteal their Birth as well as 
_=_ - Generation: Whether any-or all of theſe may be Inftru- 
mental to keep us down, I ſhall neither Determine nor 
_=_ Debate ; but there is one blemiſh I wou'd gladly wipe off 
thats charg'd upon us by ſome who look no further then 
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= theEffet, without enquiring into theCauſe. Tſhou'd be ve- up 
t unwilling to believe that our Native Country were ca- . 
Hpuable of no better a Product, that our Heads, were limit- 14 


ec as well as our Shores, and ourSphere of Activity clogg'd 
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by the ſoftneſs'of the Air we breath. That we ſhould he 
* inevitably ſtupid to a jeſt; and ſluggiſh to a Proverb, ans - 
that the God of Sloath ſhou'd be charg'd upon us as the onlyGarth's - 
Tutelary Genius of our Iſland, without the leaſt ſhew of Re. Poem. 
iFentment, No we have had Inſtances enough to wipeoffall . 
theſe Scandals both in Church and State, and have ſome | 
at preſent in the Field too, Inferior to none of their Neigh- el 
bours, ſo that Nature has hot been ſo unkind as ſome would 
ſuggeſt if we had been as Induſtrious to Improve what ſhe 
has ſo freely beſtowed; But here we ſhall encounter ſome 
Difficulties we can't lay this home without a ſeeming 
charge of Negligence upon our ſelves, which every Body + 
will be ſure to ward off with all the Art they can, tho 
ſome perhaps may take themſelves to be hurt before they 
be touch't, others that are more in the fault may think 
themſelves wholly unconcerned. Far be it from me to en. | 
tertain any mean Opinion of the place of my Education, 5 
to which I owe more than I ſhall ever be able to return. 
We have indeedaFlouriſhingUniverſity,as wellEndowed as” 
moſt of its Numbers in Europe; And filled with as Learn» 
ed and Worthy Men, who anſwer the end of their Pious 
Founders as well as any of their Profeſſion Abroad : But 
to deviate from their Statutes were to break their bounds _ 
and undermine thoſe Pillars by which they are ſupported: 
Their firft Inſtitution was wholly deſigned to Propagate the 
Reformed Religion, in oppoſition to a Powerful Faction 
of Prieſts and People, who own no SubjeQion to any Poten- 
tate on Earth, except that Great High Prieſt of all the 
World who has got the Abſolute Dominion of their Souls * 
and Conſciences, and he that has got poſſeſſion of their 
Heads can't want their Hands whenever he pleaſes W 
Command. Therefore it was thought neceſſary by ur 
Wiſe Government to Erect a Society, whoſe Care aud 
Study ſhoy'd be to ſtem the Torrent of this Religious Folly, 
and diſwade an eaſy People from being impoſed upon by 
the Crafts of ſuch Men as theſe; which end they have ſuf= - - 
ficiently anſwered both by their Lives and Arguments; but 
this Limitation which was fo neceffary then, deprives ass 
{till of two great Branches of Learning ſo much Cultivated 7 
8 all the World beſides, that I can boldly affirm there is s ⁵ 
ivilized Nation in the World of how ſmall Extant ſoeverr,M‚ã 
this only excepted; Nay, in ſome Parts of Furope not ue 
5 . So __ particulap nn 
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etter provided with theſe two nes 
ceſſa ry parts of Education; I mean the Civil- Law and 
Fhyfick By which I wou'd not be thought to underſtand only 


that part of the Civil Lam that terminates in the Eccle- 


ſiaſtick Courts; whoſe utmoſt Bounds are Tyths, Teſta- 


ments, andscandalznor that part of Phyſick only that aims at 
the Apothecaries File, tho' this be of far greater uſe, and 
much more Neglected; but the Foundations of both theſe 
that Natural Phyloſophy that has Raiſed our Knowledge 
ſo much above the Antients, that we can ſee now plainly 
what they never Dream't of; however redicul'd by ſome 


laviſh Wits not worth our Notice, And that Law of 


Nature and. Nations that has made ſo many Great Men, 


and rais'd ſo m 1ny Power ful People, theſe are the two things 


wanting, and not only neglectedin our Univerſity but for- 
bid by their Statutes to all of the Foundation, Except 


one for the Civil-Limw, and another for Phy ick, who ha ve 


neither of em any thing to do, nor any thing to have, 


Without which they are not like to make any great 


Progreſs, 


This 1 hope won't be thought any Reflection upon thoſe 
whoſe Tongues are tyed up, and whoſe Studies are confin'd, 


but rather upon thoſe that don't provide for their Enlarg- 


ment. And theſe two together, with a third which I ſhall 


wuch upon hereafter, I take to be the true Caules of our 
Deficiencies. It is not the Barren Brain but want of due 
Culture; we are rather npon the other Extreme, we 


have ſome luxuriant ſhoots that want pruning rather than 


Manure, we have ſome Heads as Prolifick as our Soyl, 


more Branch then Stem, more Leaves than Fruit, more 


Wit then Senſe, more Humour than Wit, Now if theſe 
forward Buds were at firſt kept back, till they were come 


to more Subſtantial Growth, if theſe Spritly Fancies were 
allay'd with the principles of Right Reaſon, and en- 
- tertaind in the Speculation of Nature; This by compa- 


ring themſelves with other Parts of the Creation, wou'd 
foon let*em ſee how vain a thing it is they ſo much admire, 


and the other, I mean the Rudiments of the Laws, where 
_ Reaſon is more employed then Fancy, where Judgment 
and Vertue are both equally incultated and improved, and 


the Nice Limits of Right and Wrong whet the Wits as 


as well as ſettle the Underſtanding; this wou'd. take off 


ſtill maintain their force in ſpite of all the diteouraging _— 
Edicts of * Popes and other“ Princes, who to ratſe the Cre- Innocent 3 
dit of their own Common and Municipal Laws, or rather Honorious 3. 


where his own Cannons (which ate but a Collection out of 


Univerſity than that of Oxford, that ſeveral great Men, 
J can't ſay how wiſe, thought it deſeryeda, Publick Repri- 


the Face of Juſtice when unvailed that ſhe ſeems to be hid 


come to deal with-other Nations we muſt have recourſe 


F 5 

that keen Edge that perhaps may cut a Feather, but turns 

upon any thing of Subſtance or Solidity, this wou'd add 

Weight to their Wings and Ballaſt to their Sails, and fill i 
their Heads witl ſomething more then Froth, and Noiſe * 


and Humour, and Conceit, the two conſtant Attendants of 
a Youthful and unbounded Fancy, And when the Mind 
is tender and capable of any Impreſlion the Choice of the 
Stamp js of no ſmall Moment. feds Vee. TH ERR 

I neeq not here attempt a Panagerick upon thoſe Laws 
that raiſed the Roman Empire more then their Arms, and  - 
Defendedtheir Cities better then their Walls, and have 
yet ſurvived em both: Thoſe Laws whoſe Univerſal Re- 
ception ſufficiently Proclaim their Worth, having gained 
upon the World as far as they have bzen known, and been 
divulged as far as the Greek, Latin, and Arabick Tongues 2 
can carry 'em, in the laſt — by Command of a great Mahomet 2 
Prince who thought the Imperial Codes the Choiceſt plunder 
in ConfFantinople, and upon them laid the ſtrongeſt Foun- 
dation of the preſent TurkiſhEmpire ; thoſeLaws which turn 
the Scale of Juſtice more by the weight of Reaſon than the 
Sanction of Authority or Prejudice of Cuſtom, and will 


* 


to Promote that th y call Religion, have ÞP: ohibited their 
Reading in ſeveral Nations in vain. For that Spiritual Mo. King Stephen 


narch who pretends to give Laws to all the World beſides, Charles the yu 


theſe) fall ſhort, is forced to Condeſcend to their Afſiſtance, 3 * 
if Suares be of any Authority; and it is not many Apes 


ſince the Study of theſe Laws prevailed ſo far in no left an 


mand leſt it ſhou'd ſtifle the reſt of the Sciences; ſo bright is 


more to preventAdoration than for fear of Partiality, And 
tho? the want of theſe Laws amongſt us be happily ſupplicd . 
by the Municipal Laws of our own Nation, which are ma- 
naged ſo well by Men of the moſt polite Parts and Learn- 
ing, that whilſt we keep within the Limits of our own. Go. 
vernment we feel no great want of 'em, yet when we 
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to thoſe Laws which Command their Aſſent by the Con- 


Place, but Calculated both for Sea and Land, and An- 
ſwer all the Exigences both of Peace and War, and per- 
haps would reach ſome faults before you now, which you 
may have good Teſtimony to diſcover, but have no Law 
to Puniſh; And 1 believeI may at feaſt have this much 
-granted me by thoſe that are the moſt Partial Defenders of 
our own Laws, that if the Foundation were laid by the 
Study of the Givil Laws they wou'd make both better Men 
and better Councellors ; the reaſonableneſs of Littleton's 
Tenures wou'd more plainly appear and Cook's Comment be 
Eafier underſtood, or leſs wanted; beſides in theſe all the 
Cardinal Vertues are diſplayed in all their Branches, their 
DailyDebates and conſtant Lectures are a MoralCatechiſm ; 
Where all the Duties to our Creator, to our Neighbour, 
and to our Selves, that Natural Religion which Heaven 
, has ſtamp'd upon every Human Soul, are conſtantly 
Inculcated; and I believe I may Challenge all the World 
d Xo ſhew me but one Great Genius who has left any thing 
worth keeping to Poſterity for this 1700 Years, that has 


theſe two uſeful parts of Learning, . 
But let us take it for granted that the Wiſdom of our 
Legiſlators has ſufficiently compenſated for the Defefts of 
-- theſe Laws, yet the deplorable State of Phyſick deſerves 
Jus0our Compaſſion, and Relief; As for the other Parts of 
3 * Natura] Philoſophy however ſerviceable they may be, both 
| - ln diſcovering the latent Riches of our Gountry, and in 
= making thoſe we know more uſeful becauſe they do not ſo 
= directly touch us to the Quick, I ſhall not ſo much infit 
= AVupon 'em, but Skin for Skin what wont a Man do for his 
=_—  . Life. I thank God I am in Health now, and hope I ſhall 
Bb always continue in my Senſes, and whilſt L have them, 
_ 4G the Acquaintance I have contrafted with ſome conſidera- 
* ble Men in that Faculty will ſecure me from the danger of 
dthers bold attempts ;but if thoſe ſhou'd once faillknow not 
what Infallible Doctor may come to give me the Coup de 
| Grace, For I ſhall have ſome about me whoſe fears will 
make em flee to any thing for Succour; and if a Midwife 
or Nurſe can but tell of any in my Condition who was Cur'd 
b) one that talked above their Capacity, and ann 
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-  Vittion of Reaſon, which are not Confined to Time and 


not made ſome Conſiderable Progreſs in one, or both of 
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then all of his Profeſſion cou'd perform I hall be ſure 
to feel the weighr of his Hand; And. we don't want. 
Numbers of ſuch Pretenders, nor ever ſhall, as long as 
you have neitherEncouragement for theStudy of Phyſick;nor 
reſtraint for it sAbufive practice. We don't uſe to commit 
a Ship in a Storm to one that never ſtood at the Helm, nor 
à Battalion in the Field to one that never underſtood Militaty 
Exerciſe, nor wou'd any one attempt it becauſe he might 
bear a part in the Common Ruin. But we can do as fool iſh 
things in Miniture. We can leave an helpleſs Mortal at 
his laſt Gaſp to one who has no more pretence to theArt of 
Pyhſicꝶł than aCutler has to the Art of Mar, or a Bookſeller to Di- 
vinity, unleſs he has the good Fortune to have his Know- 
ledge extraduce, or be born a Seventh Son, We don't 
proceed thus in every thing, nor any thing elſe. 
The Pulpit and the Bar are ſufficiently Guarded by Laws 
of their own making,no one dares to mount the one or leap 
over the other, without the previous Approbation of their 
Seniors in the fame Faculty. Nay, your Shoe-makers and 
Taylers are ſufficiently ſecur'd againſt all Incroachments, 
and the dreſſing of a Calf-Skin, or Weaving a Flece o 
Wool have been of more regard than the Life of the Sub- 
ject when moſt in danger, Is every Hide worth your care 
but your own © We have generally ſome kind Reſent- 
ments for theſe periſhing Carcaſes of ours, as well as for 
our Poſſeſſions in this World, or our hopes of The next; 
but we take ſuch awker'd Methods to expreſs em that the 
Monkey that hugg'd her Brat to the laſt gaſp is no faint 
Reſemblance of our Care. | 25 
But why ſhould we not in this Age of Liberty have our 
own way of going out of this World, as well as going in- 
to the next. Truly the Ballance ſtands pretty even, and 
I ſhall not add much to turn theScale; only the latter ſeems 
to have more weight in it; for in this every Body hears, 
and ſees, and knows what isdone, and they are Anſwer⸗ 
able to the Government for what is ſaid or done amiſs; 
but in the other a Doſe is given in ſecret very often no body 
knows what or wherefore, nor ſhall ever any one be Anſwer- 
able for it prove the Effect what it will: Beſides, there ave 
moreCompetent Judges of the performance of the Pulpit. 
than the Practice of Phyſick; In the firſt every Man of 
l [ $ good 
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are not able to Judge, wheorhey are ſinking, a 
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the nature of Diſeaſes. ayd Medicines the beſt Genius 


Without labour is no better a Judge then à Poet of Mathe- 
mat irks, ora Tarpaulian of Hpic Poefie ; and there are 33 
few that have taken pains this way that the Phyſitians have 


but an uncertain Bench toappeal to;- the Vulgar indeed 


ulruſh or 
Cable are Equally. laid hold on; *tis Chance, not Judg- 


ment, that determines their Choice; Therefore they 
want more your pity and direction, but there wants not a 
Vulgar too of the higheſt Rank, who in this Caſe are ve- 
ty often impoſed upon as Eaſily as the moſt Ignorant ; ſome 


there are that never look further then the Event, and bee 
cauſe Mankind is born to Dye, and ſometimes goes off un- 


der the care of the Learned as well as by the bold ſtrokes | 


of the Ignorant without Examining, wherefore preſently 


Conclude they are all alike, and Delliny or Chance muſt 


anſwer for all Events; others are for an Infallible Doctor, 


and he that can't do every thing multknow, nothing. A 


third ſort perhaps have given their Heads a fling at. Phy- 


fick, and becauſe they are fallen ſhort, (for a-Reaſon too 


near to be toucht upon) preſently conclude there is no- 


thing in' tat all, theſe ſee thro? all Sciences at firſt view. 


and then laugh at all that pretend to any thing beyond 
their ken: And 'tis obſervable that none d | 
then thoſe that know but little, and think that little is 


all that's to be known which holds true in more Profeſſions: - 
then this, and fear has made more Infidels in Divinity 


then Scepticks in Phyſick: 


_ Theſe are ſome of the diſcouraging Circumſtances this 
-  Profeffion labours under; and unleſs you take care to Coun- 
tenance it's Studys and Reſtrain it's Practice the next Age 


will ſuffer more then this, at leaſt you muſt be oblig'd to 
your Northern Neigblours, where I muſt own (too our Cre- 


dit be it 8 are more Advantages for theſe Studies 


than this Kingdom affords; and whilſt 2 or 3 Years 
hammering at Aberdeen, and as many Months furbiſhing at 
Leyden, will ſuffice.. Vou can't Expect many Viſitants from 


better Univerſities, where 4 or 5 times the Labour and. 


Years are required for their Qualifications: Nor is it to - 


be ſuppoſed that whillt as little Time and Study, and per- 


IL k haps. 


En Rr can give a tollerable Sentence, but ig 
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kaps leſs Expence will ſuffice, to dreſs up a Candidate for Ml 


the moſt Gainful, as well as the moſt Honourable Poſts in 
the Kingdom, any Man of Tolerable Senſe will Conde- 


ſcend to ſuch a ſlavery and without it Attempts at Phyſick, | 


are as much in vain as at any of the other Profeſſions. Ic 
muſt be Confeſt that the Extravagant Gains of ſome 2 or 
3 in the Natioa may be a Bait to the reſt, and the Rich- 
eſt part of the Kingdom (for theſe can't live in a barren 
Soyl) may be over-ſtockt, . whilſt all the reſt lyes unregard- 
ed ; but if once the Studies were made Eaſy and Cheap, 
the Practice would be ſo too, if there were Numbers to 
Plant you might be in hopes to ſee em diſpoſed and ſettled 
byPublick Funds, —And Authority as well, tho' not as 
thick as theClergy,to takeEqualcare of the Poor and Rich as 
they do. But we are not ſo well furniſh't if there were 


this Proviſion made, for tho* this City have more Apothe- 


caries than Pariſhes, or any other. Metropolis in Europe 


except London and twice as many Doctors as Apothecarys- 
yet the Number of Phyſitians is as Moderate as in moſt, - 


ther Places of it's Compaſs, and without your help is like 


ſo to continue, for you muſt never expect em of your” 
own Growth, as long as our Univerſity is imperfect, the 


Sciences are ſo Maimed, and all that you can make of the 


College in its preſent State is but a good Divinity School 


And now you have ſeen the Deficiencies of the great 
School of the Nation, it may not be amiſs to take a tran- 
fient view of the little Ones. I don't mean thoſe that 
are or ought to be in every Pariſh; to put the Natives in a 
Capacity of being good Subjects as well as good Chriſtians, - 


without which it's impoſſible to be either; ſince ont of 


theſe I don't expect to raiſe many great Mev, at leaſt for 
this preſent Age, therefore I ſhall leave em to the Care 


of the Clergy, whoſe Buſineſs it is, either by Teaching 


one Language, or Learning another, to prevent their be- 


ing Pagans, if ever this Generation of Prieſts ſfiou' d paſs 
away; but the Schools I mean, are thoſe Preparative-to 


the Univerſity, which tho' we have ſome, and I-believe & - 
may truly ſay, more goodSchool-Maſters than goodSchools; 
yet their Numbers are ſo few, and their Regulations ſo 
remiſs, that one good one might go near to Anſwer far 
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em all; the. reaſon of this is, becauſe they either have no 
tatutes, or if they have, they are preſt upon by the for- 


wardneſs of the Youth, and in Schools near the College, W. 
which otherwiſe would he the beſt (where young Tutors, 1 l 
1 and young Pupils, like good Wits, jump, and one is as fond | obs 
| | of a Numerous Flock, no matter of what Cattle, as the 15 
4 other is of getting from under the laſh) the young Fry uu 
are Fiſh'd out before they are able to feed themſęlves; ri 
which is often help'd on by the Mothers Fondneſs of ſee- {A 0 
ing her Son in a Gown, which the next Vacation Entitles pe 
him to a long Wiggand all its attendant Fopperies, ſo the "ng 
Boy is made a Man too ſoon, which ſometimes make the to « 
= Man a Boy for Life. ATT | | "ou 
= | But, theſe want more Regulation then Endowments] Con 
A and by the preſent Care of Admiſſion into the Gollege, the 
1 | will ſoon be redreſsd; if they could be prevailed upon to Con 
wait till they were perfect Maſters of the Languages, the Fur 
Greek and Roman Hiſtorians, and the Claſſicks, which wou'd Ms 
make the Sciences more Eaſie and Entertaining, they wou'd thir 
then © chooſe according to their Genius and Inclination, "NO? 
and Charge their Heads with ſuch Materials, as they are Hal 
beſt able to ſet off, for there is variety of Furniture for ſpe! 
Heads, as well as Houſes, the Merchants Store and Toy- of t 
hops, are equally expoſed to their Choice, and he that hav 
- lays in too ſoon is very apt to furniſh himſelf from the wh 
latter; beſides, to the Gare and Good Management of tin 
Iheſe our Principles of Religion and Mortality, as well as WO 
; Leirning are moſtly due, for whilſt we are govern'd by Ane 
Senſe more than Reaſon, which very often. laſts longer ot 
than our Infancy, the Precepts of the School will be of of 
more Efficacy then thoſe of the Pulpit or Academy, and Fo 
the laſh of the Rod make deeper Impreſſions than thoſe of TH 
me: Tongue. 3 | V 
1 As for that Modiſh Faſhion of Education by way of Pr 
French Valet, which has obtain'd ſo much amongſt the th 
_ (Gentry and Nobility of late, *tis no more purpoſe to ſpake fo 
; againſt it, than it would be to Rail at Fringe or Futbel- U 
: - Jows; but Faſhions with us have their Periods, eſpecially * 
= thoſe that have ſo little Uſe, and it is to be hoped that by at 
_ _-thattimeit has Ruined one half of the Nobility, the other P 
may have their Eyes open, at leaſt thoſe that have ſuffered : 
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by it themſelves, will take care their Children ſhalt not ruh 
the ſame Riſque, | 10 
But now my hardeſt Task is yet to come, our Faults and 
Imperfections require no quick ſight to diſcover; but they 
are not ſo caſily redreſſed, eſpecially ſince this can't be 
done without ſome preſent Expence, which I promiſed you 
ſhou'd be no detriment to the Nation, but if I cou's per- 
ſwade you as well as I can my ſelf, that whatever is ex- | 
pended this way, wor'd bring in more then 10 per Cent, El 
my Work were done, for that's the only Cogent Argument 
to them that carry the Bag. Now to ſtate this Caſe aright, 
we ſhou'd firſt ſee what Expences we are at for want of theſe 
Conveniencies, and then, what Advantage it wou'd be to 
the Nation if we bad 'em: and here I muſt deſire you to 
"Conſider, that what is expended out of every private 
Purſe, is as certain a loſs to the Publick as if the Treaſury © 
were Robb'd, for without this Application, no one will 
think himſelf concerned but he that empties his Pockets: 
now ſuppoſe there goes out of the Nation every Year but 
half a Dozen for the benefit of theſe Studies, theſe cant 
ſpend leſs then 100 l. a- piece beſides the hazard they run 
of their Lives, their Morals and Religion, which we find 
have ſometimes ſuffer'd by Foreign Education, now that 
which maintain'd half a Dozen Abroad wou'd keep three 
times the Number at Home, and the Nation be no more 
worſe than he that tells out his Caſh from one Bag into. 
another; but inſtead of this Expence, you may very rea- 
ſonably turn the Scale and reckon upon the Profit, inſtead 
of ſending your Youth Abroad, you may expect to invite 
Foreigners hither ; you have Leydey for a Prefident, who 
vend their Degrees as Current as other Sophiſticated 
Wares to any that will bid the Price, and make more Anual 
Profit of their Diploma's, than moſt Towns you have do of 
their Manufacture, and you have a much better Scituation ' I 
for theſe Studies than that, or either ot the two famous © 
Univerſities of Explard ; you have a Populous Town aud ſe. 
veral confiderabte Hoſpitals at hand, where the young Stun. 
dents in Phyſick may be timely and ſafely introduced to © 5 
Practice, you have the Courts of the Kingdom where they 
may conſtantly hear all the Debates of the Laws ; you have RE 
a Concourſe of Foreigners 3 may bring them acqua. 
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ted with the reſt of the World. Add to all theſe, 


the plenty of all things neceſſary for Life, and 1. 
think you cou'd not pitch upon a better Scituation 
if you had all things to begin anew, So that it wants 
nothing but your Encouragement to make this as fa- 


mous for theſe Studies as any of it's Neighbours 


you have ſufficiently. diſcovered your good Inclinati-? 


ons to the Univerſity already, and I queſtion not, but 
if you wou'd beſtow as much in imploying their 
Heads as you have done in railing their. Walls, it 


wou'd fully as well anſwer your expectation; and a 


moderate allowance for half à ſcore young Gentle- 
men to perfect their Studies in theſe Faculties, and 
that theſe hou'd only continue for a ſtated time, and 
with ſuch, other limitations and aſſiſtance as may be 


thought fit by a ſelect Number of competent Judges 


which might eaſily be found out, wou'd be no great 
Charge to the Publick, and in a little time ſupply 
moſt of our defects; this wou'd be the likelieſt Me- 
thod of reviving the Ars Veterinaria or Mulo- Medicina 
ſo long neglected by the Learned, for variety of Incli- 
nations wou'd produce variety of Studys, and ſome 
of theſe might make it their Entertainment as well as 
Buſineſs, to take care of the Beaſts. that are ſo Service- 
able to Mankind.- 
Buch a Conſtitution as this, wou'd be an Encou- 
ragement to Studies, and a Spur to Induſtry, they 


wou'd make uſe of their time when they know it's 


limitted, and fit themſelves to be ſent Abroad when 
they know they can't ſtay at Home ; and that Age is 
not ſo much ſet upon Gain, but that moderate Sallia- 
ries meeting with generous Diſpoſitions, might eaſily 
prevail with 'em to follow what Studies are moſt 

agreeable ro their Inclinations, for that Serenity of 
Mind, without which all attempts at Learning are 
in vain, conſiſts in a happy mean above the fear of 
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want, and below that of ſuperfluity, the height 9 
Preferment, and Affluence of all we can deſire, is as 

unfit a Station for the labour of the Brain, as an ab- 
ject ſtate of indigence and want of reſt, and we often 
tind that ſome Heads are as eaſily overſet by the gin- 
gle of a Coach, as others are by the rattle of a Drum, 
which tho? at firſt fight may appear to be Engines of 


different uſe and figure, yet tco often produce the 


ſame effects. OE ty 
But here is one Objection, which if not Anſwered, 
may take off a great.part of my Argument. What re- 
dreſs or advantage can the Study of the Laws recieve 
here, whilſt we are obliged to our Neighbouring Na- 
tion both for our Education and Qualifications there- 
in-? to which I Anſwer, That moſt of the Accom- 
pliſhments may be acquired here, and then the Qua- 
lification will neither coſt much Time nor Expence, 
beſides you know not what Alterations the preſent 
Revolution may produce, you have ſome Bills now 
before you, which will make no ſmall Change in 
the preſent Laws, and who knows what may ſuc- 
ceed , TheUnion of aNation already Governed: by the 


Civil Law, together with the Expediting of Juſtice, | 


and Redreſs of ſeverat Grievances which our Statute 
and Common Laws won't reach,, may bring on a 
greater change in the Neighbouring Kingdom, than 


every one imagines, or any one can foreſee ; but 


admit there be none at all, the accompliſhment of the 
Gentry, and putting their Heads into a way of Stu- 
dy, may be a ſufficient Argument to enforce your 
care; all Men don't labour with that narrownels of 
Spirit and laviſh Temper of private Gain, we have 
ſome whoſe generous Diſpoſitions and p'entiful For- 
tunes have raiſed em above theſe mean deſigns; how 


many worthyGentlemen dol now know,whoſe nit: ral, 


Endowments might have qualify'd 'em for the Ser- 


vice 


eu 
= 


vice of their Country, in any Capacity, it theſe Stu. 


dies had been in Faſhion when they paſt their Pro- 
bation. Years in the College, but now their time 
lies heavy upon their Hands, and for want of more 
uſeful Entertainments their Active Genius's impati- 
ent of Idleneſs don't always ſet their Head the right 
way; Theſe if well ſet on wou'd make the greateft 
Patriots, and beſt Repreſentatives of their Country. 
Theſe. wou'd be the likelieſt Champions to free yeu 
from the burden af ſome Cuſtoms, I can't give them 


the name of Laws , which are none of the leaſt Tax 


upon the Nation, which tho? not felt by all, ſtrike 
heavy where ever the blow lights: Theſe wou'd 
do more than all the Bills you can frame for Amend- 
ment of the Laws, and be both able and willing f or 


their own Intereſt to ſee your Acts worded wit h 


that Strength and Perſpicuity, as to prevent all Cavil 
and Evaſion. | 

But ſuch Men as theſe are of no Muſhroom Growth, 
the next Age may reap the Fruit of your Plantation; 


as well in this as in other Faculties, wherein the 


Methods of Redreſs have been hitherto miſtaken and 
and Ineffectual; you may perhaps have ſome who 
have formerly given you trouble upon this Subject, 
and whoſe Intereſt it is to Monopolize the Practice 
to themſelves, will tell you that the only way to 
Encourage and Regulate the Practice of Phyſick is 
immediately to ſuppreſs all thoſe that can't pretend 


to as good Authority as themſelves; but theſe begin 


at the wrong end; Tis Prudence before we pull 
down an Old Houſe to provide Marterials for .a new 
one; not thatTthink ſuchilnterlopers are better than 
none at all. But ſince as long as there are Men there 
Will be Diſeaſes, as long as Diſeaſes they will Extort 

Complaints, and whilſt there are Complaints, there 


will be ſome to attempt their Relief; they that know | 


but 
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but little may do leſs miſchief than thoſe that know: 
nothing; and a'Sea-Surgeon, or broken Apothecary 
may be ſome degrees above a Midwife or Nurſe- 
keeper ; ſo that the moſt Natural Method ſeems firſt 
to Encourage the Studies, and then you may be in 
hopes to Regulate the Practice. Then you may pre 
ſcribe Rules to prevent the three . pretending Parties 
to this Faculty from incroaching upon one ancttier, 
and thoſe that have no pretence at all from Engroſ- 
ſing the whole. Then you may be in hopes to ſee an 
Eſtabliſhment for Phyſ as well as the other great 
Profeſſions that are ſo happily Settled ; and that you 
may have as many Men of Worth to take care of i 
your Bodies as of your Souls, or Eſtates; but as 3 
long as theſe are wanting, and ſuch taking Baits in 1 
Church and State, ſo many thouſands a Year for the 
Law and Goſpe!, and all the Certainty in Phyſick a- 
mounts but to 3 ſmall Sallaries at moſt, which are 
= all thought now too little for one; you muſt not ex- 
1 pet many Volunteers to depend all the days of their 
Life upon the Chymerical Humour of the People; 
they muft ſtill go on in that Servile Cuſtom of doing 
every thing for preſent Fee,. which often overcomes thoſe 
whoſe wants or deſires are not eaſily bounded, and 
makes them ſtoop to mean and Scandalous ſhifts to 
fupport a Reputation, ſometimes at the Expence of + © 
| their Judgment and their Patients Health. DE 
1 Theſe are Faults I hope you will think worth your 
while to Redreſs; you have ſometimes Selected 
Committees upon leſs Occaſions, and Societies have 
been ſet up to Reform leſs Abuſes. You have now 
an Opportunity which perhaps may not offer it ſelf 
in ſome Years again, and 1 believe I may promiſe 
ſo far without pretending to Propheſy that-you can 
never in ſo ſmall a Matter do a greater Service ' to 
your Country, nor better pay your Court to ſo great a 
| 8 E 2 Patron 
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Patron of Learning as you have now the happyneſs. 


to Enjoy for a Goyer nour ; you fee with what Re- 
putation a Neighbouring Monarch ſupports his Ty. 


ran nick Power by (doing nothing that is good, except) 
Encouraging all manner of Liberal Arts and Sciences; 
and that this has been a Fundamental in his Politicks. 


thro' the whole Courſe of his Reign: What then 
miy we not expect from a Government where no- 
thing elſe is wanting. 


Now {ome perhaps may think this Addreſs had 
been more properly prefer'd to ſome of the Rich 


nd the Learned, whoſe Fortunes have been raiſed 


by their Studies and Preferment, and whole Afflu- 


ence of all things put them to a fand how to diſpoſe 
of their Riches: But in Phy there are ſcarce a- 


bove 2 or 3.in an Age able to ſupport a Family; 
How far the Gentlemen of the Law may favour this 


Project I can't tell; And ] cou'd not ſo reaſona- 


bly apply my ſelf tothe Fathers of the Church for. 


Promotion of theſe Secular Studies, ſince they may 


have enough upon their Hands to intend. the Rights 
of the Church, and the Advancement of the lafe-. 


rior Clergy, it ever they hope to ſee the Nation Re- 


duced to one Religion, or elſe I might have found 


Patrons amongſt them ſufficiently Qualified in both 
theſe Faculties to Judge of their,uſefulneſs as well as. 
' Deficiencies: yet there is one Argument that makes 


for their Advantage; this wou'd take eff ſome of thoſe 
Numbers which are liketo be a dead weight upon 
their Hands, they wou'd not have ſo many Candi- 
dates for one Cure, nor be ſo often Importun'd 


contrary to their inclinations; but beſides, this wou'd 


be too great a Demand from any Private Purſe, and 
ſince it wou'd be a Publick Advantage it on ght to 


have its Riſe from the Publick Stock: And if a 


ſmall Foundation Were. once laid, who knows what 


might 


lection of Statutes, and built up his College at D. 


you may then have that for a Nurſery for the 


young Probationers In each Faculty; and Tranſplant 
em hither tor polite Accompliſhments, and the benefit 
of Practice, Till then it may not be amiſs to do 
tomething of your ſelves if any thing Ihave faid has 
but the leaſt appearance of Truth. 


And now Sir in more haſte than I cou'd wiſh,the? 


perhaps too late, I have given you a rude thaught 
Extorted on a fudden by ſome Accidental Diſcourſe 
at your own Table, when I hope you were better im- 
ploy'd than to take Notice of any Reſentntent that 


may guide you to a Gueſs at theAuthor, for beis very. 


ſenſible he has highly difobliged all the Quacks, Scri- 
blers,andPetty-Foggers in the Nation; Engaged theFire 
of a whole Glaſs of Second-Rate-Wits a bout his Ears; 
And perhaps raiſed theSplcen of ſome ke never difign- 


ed to provoke : And if after all he can't be able to 


touch ſome of that Honourable Houſe, becaule they 
have gone on fo long without theſe Helps, and have 
not been Perſonal Sufferers themſelves to let 'em 
ſee that he bears no Malice in his Heart, and that 


their Negligence can't overcome his good Nature, 
the worſt he wiſhes 'em is only a Chancerz-Suit by In- 


heritence that may laſt them for Life, and when their 


Bodies are worn down as low as their Purſes, they. 
mayat laſt have the good Fortune to chuſe the Learn- 


ed and Judicious Dr. 70% Halle) for their Phy- 
fitian, and the Incomparable Dr, Pemæ for their 
Apothecary, . 
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might follow, when Sir R. B. has finiſh't his Col- * 
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